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We trade in accordance with our Standard Trading Conditions 

Samphire Cargo Ltd 

27 Castle Street 
Dover.  CT16 1PT. 

United Kingdom 
 

Phone: +44 0 1304 207120 
Fax:  +44 0 1304 208120 

Email: gary.holmes@samphirecargo.co.uk 

 

Dear  

As you may be aware, the United Kingdom is due to leave the EU on 29th March 2019. How 

this is to be achieved remains to be seen, however in the event of a so-called ‘no deal’ Brexit 

importing goods into the UK will change.  

After the UK leaves the EU, any plants and plant products currently managed under the EU 

plant passport scheme will be subject to UK import controls. 

Importing Plants post Brexit 

When you import plants or plant products that are currently managed under the EU plant 

passport scheme, you’ll will need to: 

1. register as an importer using via the PEACH website for England and Wales 

2. the process is different if you’re in Scotland and Northern Ireland 

3. provide pre-arrival notification using the PEACH website 

4. make sure a controlled consignment enters the UK with a phytosanitary certificate 

(PC) issued in the country of export (or re-export) 

5. upload scanned copies of your PC and other relevant documents (for example bill of 

landing, cargo movement request, or delivery company invoice to the PEACH 

website) 

6. supply the original copy of the PC within 3 days of your consignment reaching the UK 

via post. 

Notice periods for imports 
You must give notice each time you bring a consignment to the UK for: 

- consignments brought in by air - 4 working hours 
- consignment being brought in by another route e.g. road or sea - 3 working days 

 
How to find your relevant plant health authority 
Give notice by informing the relevant plant health authority on the PEACH website for 
England and Wales. 
Importers in Scotland and Northern Ireland use their own plant health authorities. 

How will border checks be carried out 
Plant and plant products originating in the EU will not be stopped at the border. 
The relevant UK plant health authority will carry out their documentary and identity checks 
remotely. This will be a virtual check using the documents submitted as part of the pre-
notification and will not require the goods to stop inland.  
These checks would be charged for by the plant health authority. You will also be charged 
for any Forestry Commission checks.  
Plant health inspectors will continue to carry out follow-up surveillance and inspections 
inland in line with current policies. The government does not charge for such inspections. 
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You can prepare by: 

1. reading the guidance on importing plants and plant products into the UK from third 

countries 

2. registering as an importer using the PEACH website (England and Wales) or with the 

Forestry Commission as a registered trader 

3. discussing these changes with your supply chain to ensure your suppliers are aware 

of the changes 

4. checking the latest information by reading the HMRC partnership pack 

5. Importing plants and plant products from third countries via the EU 

6. Find out how to import plants, fruit, vegetables and plant materials to the UK from 

third countries and how to import and export wood and timber products using the 

current rules. 

In a no deal scenario, the EU would no longer be obliged to carry out plant health checks on 

regulated third country goods going to the UK. 

Plants and plant products that come from third countries 
Plants and plant products that come from third countries via the EU without plant health 

checks by an EU member state, will be treated as third-country imports. 

Many plants and plant products entering the UK via the EU arrive at fast-moving roll-on roll-

off (RoRo) ports where checks at the border would create significant disruptions to traffic. 

All third-country plant health-controlled material arriving in the UK via RoRo ports requiring 

checks will have to go to plant health approved facility for inspection. 

These facilities include: 
1. Place of First Arrival (PoFA) - trade premises that have been authorised to host plant 

health controls on third country material entering the UK via the EU at RoRo ports 

2. other facilities that have been authorised for Plant Health control (‘alternative 

inspection posts’) 

You must ensure that plant health checks are carried out on third-country material entering 

the UK via the EU by doing one of the following: 

1. registering a place of first arrival (PoFA) 

2. using a non-RoRo point of entry where checks can take place at the border 

3. using an ‘alternative inspection post’ 

How to register as a place of first arrival 
You may need to speak to suppliers about whether the plants and plant products they 
import from third countries are likely to move to the UK via the EU. Consider whether to 
apply for PoFA status before 29 March 2019. 
To import third-country material that need plant health checks in the UK via RoRo ports, 
you’ll need to: 

1. read the PoFA standards and take any necessary steps to ensure your premises meet 

the requirements 

2. apply to be authorised by the relevant plant health authority. You’ll need to 

complete the PoFA form 

3. give notice of a consignment’s arrival and its location to the plant health authority 

using the PEACH website or a Notice of Landing form for Forestry Commission 

checks 

4. hold consignments at your premises until the plant health authority has carried out 

its checks and released the goods. 
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Preparing your premises for Place of First Arrival (PoFA) approval 
Follow these steps to prepare your premises for PoFA: 

1. Register on the PEACH website or with the Forestry Commission as a registered 

trader if you are in England or Wales. 

2. Apply for your premises to be authorised as a PoFA. 

3. Speak to suppliers about whether the plants and plant products they import from 

the EU may need third country checks in the UK after Brexit. 

4. Consider using alternative authorised points of entry that avoid RoRo ports. 

5. Keep up to date with the HMRC Partnership Pack full list of authorised points of 

entry. 

6. Follow importer rules if you are in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Exporting plants and plant products to the EU 
For exports to the EU third-country rules will apply on all: 

1. plants for planting 

2. wood, wood products or bark 

3. wood packaging material 

When you export controlled plants and plant products to third countries, you need to: 

1. check whether a phytosanitary certificate (PC) is required by contacting the plant 

health authority or a plant health inspector in the destination country 

2. apply for a PC from the relevant UK plant health authority before export 

3. check if your plants require laboratory testing of samples to ensure they are free 

from pests and diseases or inspections during the growing season 

4. Contact your local plant health inspector to find out if your plants need these tests 

before exporting. 

Controlled plant and plant products exports to the EU from the UK may be subject to checks 

at the EU border . 

 


